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Allow me to roll out the 13th edition of C-Global, our biannual newsletter that captures and 
illuminates all international news and events of our multi-campus university from Jan-June 
2020.

The Covid-19 pandemic has shaken the world and has jolted the way things used to be. 
Surely, year 2020 will long be remembered in history for its far reaching impact and 
changes to the higher education system and the challenges and opportunities created as a 
result. In times ahead what seems abnormal now, will be the new normal!

CUI on its part has attempted to discharge its responsibility by ushering in new and 
innovative online teaching and conducting insightful research on this subject. Thoughts of 
our international faculty on these new developments are also captured in this edition.

I am quite sure that you will enjoy reading this edition. We are always indebted to your 
valuable feedback that we keep receiving from time to time. I hope you all stay safe and well during this difficult period.

Ali Tawab Baloch
Enjoy the reading!
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Spotlight NewsSpotlight NewsSpotlight News

Dr. Farhad Zulfiqar Selected for the Prestigious 
Noble Laureates Meeting

Dr. Farhad Zulfiqar, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Economics, CUI has been 
selected to participate in the 7th Lindau 
Meeting on Economic Sciences to be held on 
August 24-28, 2021 as part of Lindau Nobel 
Laureate Meetings. 

The selection for participation in Nobel 
Laureate Meetings is an acknowledgement of 
excellence in respective fields. The 7th Lindau 
Meeting on Economic Sciences will host only 
373 Young Economists from around the globe 
pointing to Dr. Farhad Zulfiqar's inclusion in 

an exceptionally talented pool of young economists.

Speaking about his selection, Dr. Farhad Zulfiqar said, “It is an absolute 
honour for me to be among the only four Young Economists selected from 
Pakistan. I am thrilled to have achieved this milestone selection for an 
opportunity to interact with great Noble minds congregating from across the 
world at Lindau, Germany. It will be highly valuable to meet Noble Laureates 
and get insights from leaders of Economics discipline.”

IRCBM Team Members Met 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mr. Imran Khan

Prime Minister, Mr. Imran Khan chaired a meeting on health, energy and 
agriculture with the Scientists and Researchers of UK Pakistan Science and 
Innovation Global Network (UPSIGN), UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) 
and Inter Disciplinary Research Center in Biomedical Materials (IRCBM). 
UPSIGN  a group of over 250 professionals who are dedicated to raising 
awareness and seeking solutions to various social and economic challenges 
that are faced by the people of Pakistani origin in Pakistan and UK. Professor 
Ihtesham Ur Rehman, Chair in Bioengineering at Lancaster University UK, & 
Executive Director, IRCBM, CUI Lahore Campus, Professor Jawwad Darr, 
University College London an IRCBM affiliate and Dr. Aqif Anwar Chaudhry, 
Head IRCBM also attended the meeting. Prime Minister appreciated the 
efforts of the delegates and offered his full support for the future prospects of 
UPSIGN.

CUI Scientist Develops Quick 
Test for COVID-19

International Awards Won by 
MIPRG Researchers

CPS Samenar on COVID-19 

Panel Discussion on Climate Change 

Fulbright Scholarship Awarded to 
Dr.Pasha Ghazal  
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COMSATS University Islamabad and Harbin Engineering 
University, China has signed an MoU to collaborate and 
avail the opportunity under Belt and Road Project. It was a 
result of visit of Prof. Qiao Gang, Vice Dean Underwater 
Acoustic College, to CUI in January, 2020. Both sides 
agreed upon to establish Joint Research Laboratory in the 
field of “Marine Information Technology” under   “Belt 
and Road International Joint Research Centre for Marine 
Information Technology” with the approval from Ministry 
of Science and Technology of the People's Republic of 
China and Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

MOU with Harbin Engineering University, China 

Researchers of IRCBM, CUI Lahore Campus in 
collaboration with the University of Sheffield, UK, have 
developed cotton based pro-angiogenic bandages that 
promote angiogenesis and assist in the healing process of 
burn wounds and other skin related injuries. Most 
treatments for diabetic and burn wounds involve covering 
them with an adhesive gauze. Such bandages serve to 
limit pain and exposure to deleterious infections. In recent 
years, various advanced wound dressings with controlled 
pH and temperature release have been developed. They 
are assistive in wound healing too, but very expensive and 
complex to fabricate. The non-woven cotton fibers are 
ideal for treating chronic skin ulcers as they possess good 
absorption ability while the 2dDR containing cotton wax 
dressing is appropriate for treating burn wounds because 
of its non-adhesive properties,” said the corresponding 
researcher, Dr. Muhammad Yar, an Associate Professor 
Interdisciplinary Research Centre in Biomedical Materials 
(IRCBM) at CUI Lahore Campus.  

After the preliminary studies being conducted, this product 
will soon be subjected to clinical trials. Researchers are 
confident that this product will improve the health care 
system, as a potential, accessible and cheaper wound 
dressing option in Pakistan.

Research HighlightsResearch HighlightsResearch Highlights
CUI Researchers Develop Proangiogenic 
Bandages for Diabetic Wounds 

Project to Develop Entrepreneurial Culture 
Launched
A capacity building collaborative project to develop 
entrepreneurial universities in Pakistan was launched at 
Government College University Lahore on March 4, 

2020. The 3-year project viz. TAKE-UP (Transforming 
Academic Knowledge to Develop Entrepreneurial 
Universities in Pakistan) is being funded through EU 
Erasmus+ Program having partnership between 4 
Pakistani universities namely: COMSATS University 
Islamabad (CUI), Government College University (GCU) 
Lahore, University of Management Sciences (LUMS) and 
University of Gujrat (UoG), and 2 foreign universities, 
University of Saarland in Germany and Athens University 
of Economics and Business in Greece.

The launch event was graced by Mr. Jahanzeb Burana 
CEO Punjab Board of Investment & Trade (PBIT) as a Chief 
Guest. The Vice Chancellor GCU Prof. Dr. Asghar Zaidi, 
Director DAAD, Senior off icers as wel l  as 
Professors/Faculty from partner universities were present 
at the inaugural session. This was followed by working 
sessions held on 4th and 5th of March 2020 respectively 
at GCU and LUMS.



Book Published by Head Center of Islamic 
Finance (CIF) 
Dr. Abdus Sattar Abbasi (Head CIF, CUI Lahore Campus) 
& Dr. Razaq Raj, (Leeds Beckett University, UK) published a 
book titled “Principles of Islamic Ethics for Contemporary 
Workplaces”, on June 26, 2020.

Selection of CUI Researcher for 
Masters Scholarship at NTUST

CUI researcher Engr. Adil Khalil has been selected for 
National Taiwan University of Science and Technology 
(NTUST) on Fully Funded Scholarship awarded by Taiwan 
Government to do Masters in Biomedical Engineering. 

He has completed his BS at Department of Electrical & 
Computer Engineering, COMSATS University Islamabad 
in 2019 and did his Final Year research with Medical 
Image Processing Research Group (MIPRG).

CUI Researcher Wins a Highly Competitive 
PhD Position

Mr. A  an MIPRG, CUI researcher won a bubakr Shafique
highly competitive Fully Funded PhD position at the 
Systems Design Engineering Department, University of 
Waterloo, Canada. The topic of his PhD research will be 
focused on AI-based medical imaging. University of 
Waterloo is the top third engineering university in Canada 
and among the top 50 engineering universities 
worldwide. 

CUI Scientist Develops Quick and 
Economical Diagnostic Test for COVID 19

Dr. Azeem Mehmood Butt from 
Biosciences Department CUI is 
the first Pakistani scientist to 
report the development of a 
unique dual-gene LAMP test for 
the detection of the widespread 
Corona Virus. By using his 
protocol, up to 96 patients can 
be tested in 30 min and results 

can be seen with the naked eye.

Dual-gene LAMP method developed by Dr. Azeem Butt 
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has already completed a successful first phase  trial in 
China and showed diagnostic accuracy of 95-100% in 
comparison to Center for Disease Control (CDC), USA 
and World Health Organization (WHO) recommended 
PCR methods. His research is currently in evaluation and 
testing phase.

COMSATS Centre for Climate and 
Sustainability (CCCS) in Pakistan
Centre for Climate Research and Development (CCRD) of 
CUI has been designated as COMSATS Centre for 
Climate and Sustainability (CCCS) in Pakistan. CCCS is a 
network of research institutions across the world which has 
been established by Commission on Science and 
Technology for Sustainable Development in the South 
(COMSATS) in 2019. The network of CCCS acknowledges 
dual relationship between sustainable development and 
climate change in the view of increasing importance of 
climate action to advance international efforts to achieve 
the SDGs and significance of partnerships as an important 
mechanism under SDG 17. So far, twenty member 
countries have joined the network. It has provided CCRD 
an opportunity to work with international research 
institutions to take action for climate and sustainability. 
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Highlights of COMSATS SecretariatHighlights of COMSATS SecretariatHighlights of COMSATS Secretariat
International Webinar on the Role and 
Challenges of Youth in Global Crisis – COVID-19

An international webinar to mark National Youth Day of 
China was organized by COMSATS on 4th May 2020. The 
webinar, was aimed at realizing the transformative role 
being played by youth in numerous settings and spheres 
for the effective translation of various targets of United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); and 
suggesting ways to apply youth's potential to help deal not 
only with the current CORONA virus pandemic but also 
with looming global threats and challenges to sustainable 
development, such as climate change. 

The webinar was moderated by Ms. Nafula Wafula, Co-
founder of Tunawiri, (The Grassroots Gender Justice 
Network) and Vice Chairperson In-Charge of Policy and 
Advocacy at the Commonwealth Youth Council and 
featured remarks and views of international experts, 

Unique Research on Memorization of 
Holy Quran

A CUI post-doctoral scholar Dr. Mukaila Alade Rahman, 
from Lagos State University, Nigeria joined Medical Image 
Processing Research Group (MIPRG) to perform research 
on how Holy Quran Memorization affects our memory.  
Detailed experimentation was performed by obtaining 
MRI scans of more than 80 volunteers including Huffaz 
etc. at Armed Forces Institute of Radiology (AFIRI), Military 
Hospital, Rawalpindi. Lieutenant General (Retd) Imran 
Majeed (VC, NUMS) and Major General Shamrez Khan 
(Commandant AFIRI) provided great support and 
facilitation for this research project. The project was jointly 
funded by TWAS and COMSATS. 

The results were analyzed jointly with experts from 
University of Edinburgh, UK. The results show that 
memorizing Holy Quran makes our brains 'healthier' and 
less vulnerable to many memory related diseases! The 
results have now been published in a European 
Neurosciences Journal. This is a unique research, never 
performed before anywhere in the world using MRI to 
analyze the structural information in the human brain.

International Awards Won by MIPRG 
Researchers

Four researchers from Medical Image Processing Group 
(MIPRG) of CUI have won Awards of International Society 
of Magnetic Resonance in Medicine (ISMRM), USA  
(Trainee Educational Stipend and E.K. Zavoisky Stipend) 
towards attending the ISMRM 28th Annual Meeting, 
Sydney, NSW, Australia (18-23 April 2020). The total 
worth of the amount won in this regard is approximately: 
4500 USD 

The details of the awards are:

(1) Ms. Madiha Arshad (PhD Scholar): Conference 
Registration 475 USD + 230 USD Cash Award 
[ISMRM Trainee Educational Stipend)

(2) Mr. Abdul Basit (PhD Scholar): Conference  
Registration 475 USD + 230 USD Cash Award 
[ISMRM Trainee Educational Stipend)

(3) Ms. Rida Zainab (MS Researcher previously             
UG researcher): Conference Registration 475 USD + 
1030 USD Cash Award [E.K. Zavoisky Stipend]

(4) Ms. Fariha Aamir (MS Researcher previously           
UG researcher): Conference Registration 475 USD + 
1030 USD Cash Award [E.K. Zavoisky Stipend]

The annual meeting of ISMRM is the biggest event of MRI 
community, which is usually attended by more than 6000 
scientists, engineers, researchers worldwide! Four of our 
papers have been accepted for presentation at this year's 
conference! It is indeed a great achievement for our young 
researchers to win these highly competitive international 
awards. These awards demonstrate the excellent quality 
of MIPRG research at Department of Electrical & 
Computer Engineering, CUI. 

young leaders and entrepreneurs from over 15 countries, 
including Greece, China, Jordan; Cameroon, Botswana, 
Ghana, Turkey, Egypt, United Kingdom, Norway, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Switzerland etc.

During the webinar, country responses to COVID-19 and 
youth's role in dealing with the crisis were recorded by 
different participants. China's remarkable success in 
containing the spread of COVID-19 as a nation was 
lauded and the significant role that Chinese youth played 
in increasing awareness about disease prevention and 
control was regarded exemplary. It was suggested that 
S&T education should be incorporated as a fundamental 
component of curricula from primary level to help build 
youth's capacity in various technical spheres. It was opined 
that shift to digital tools and methods can help solve the 
rising youth unemployment challenges. 

Further, online education and learning during the 



Fellowships and Sponsorships 

Under an agreement with the Pakistan's National Centre 
for Physics signed in 2016, COMSATS has been providing 
joint fellowships to young scientists from COMSATS' 
member states apart from supporting joint research 
projects between NCP and scientific institutions in 
COMSATS' member states; and facilitating information 
sharing, scientific exchanges and technology transfer. 

Dr. Raphael Mmaduka Obodo, a PhD scholar from the 
University of Nigeria, has completed a part of his research 
work at the NCP under COMSATS-NCP joint fellowship 
scheme. After his research work on ion-beam 
experimentation, Dr. Obodo has successfully completed 
his PhD degree requirements under the supervision of 
Prof. Dr. Fabian I. Ezema who is the main collaborator of 
research projects being run by NCP in collaboration with 
the Department of Physics and Astronomy of the University 
of Nigeria. 

In his research, Dr. Obodo studied the effects of varying 
doses of copper ion irradiation on the properties of 
nanostructured nanowires. His research has led to the 
understanding that low-radiation doses help maintain the 
electrochemical properties of nanostructures having wide 
electrical, nanoelectromechanical and optoelectronics 
applications. Dr. Obodo's research has been published in 
a reputable international journal, Science Direct 
(https://doi. org/10.1016/j.mset.2019.10.006). 
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pandemic was highlighted as a challenge for countries 
with resources constraints many of which, such as 
Tanzania, are facing serious issues in continuing the 
education in the present scenario. The participants also 
presented various ideas on solutions to cope with the 
ramifications of the corona pandemic. Green economy 
was considered as a sustainable instrument to handle 
social, environmental and economic fallouts of the 
pandemic. Online sharing of experiences, knowledge 
and best practices relating to mitigation strategies and 
coping mechanisms were valued as important elements 
for generating integrated response to corona pandemic. 

Going GlobalGoing GlobalGoing Global

A three day Higher Education expo organized by EDEX Sri 
Lanka titled “EDEX Expo 2020” was held in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka from January 17-19, 2020. EDEX is Sri Lanka's 
largest education exhibition and job fair. EDEX Expo offers 
a unique and most comprehensive platform for the youth 
to seek, local and overseas tertiary educational 
opportunities and to help them make informed decisions.

Under the patronage of Higher Education Commission, 
Pakistan; twelve universities from the country participated 
in this expo; COMSATS University Islamabad (CUI) was 
represented in the event by Prof. Dr. Junaid Mughal, 
Chairman/In-charge Academics and Mr. Ali Tawab 
Baloch, Head International Office.

HEC is offering around 1000 merit-based scholarships to 
Sri Lankan students over a period of 5 years. An attractive 
CUI stall was set up in the expo in an exclusive space 
called 'Pakistan Pavilion'.  Promotional CUI posters, 
banners, video clips and informative brochures 
highlighting the facilities available, were exhibited and 
distributed at the stall. Detailed information was provided 
to a good number of visiting students who showed keen 
interest in pursuing their studies at CUI.

CUI Participated in Higher Education 
Expo Held in Colombo, Sri Lanka 

On January 20, 2020, Mr. Ali Tawab Baloch, Head 
International Office CUI, met the Director General 
Industrial Technology Institute (ITI), Dr. Radhika 
Samarasekera, in Colombo Sri Lanka. ITI also being a 
COMSATS Center of Excellence, the meet up was intended 
to explore cooperation areas including study prospects 
available at CUI for the researchers, students and faculty 
of ITI to enhance educational linkages between both the 
centers of excellence.

Head IO was warmly welcomed by Dr. Radhika and her 
team. Dr. Radhika assured of complete support from ITI 
for strengthening the cooperation with CUI. Mr. Tawab 
explained about the current opportunities and 

Head International Office Meets Director 
General ITI
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scholarships being offered at CUI for ITI students and 
faculty. Projects of mutual interests were also deliberated 
upon during the meeting. It was mutually agreed to initiate 
joint activities such as student and faculty exchange, 
seminars, workshops, lectures etc.

The meeting was concluded with the exchange of 
appreciation and a commitment to make all efforts for 
better cooperation in future.

 Dr. Aneel Salman, Assistant Professor Department of 
Management Sciences was invited as a Visiting 
Professor in the International Masters in Engineering 
Management (IMEM) Tsinghua University China, 
School of Economics and Management. He gave 
lectures on Leader SHIFT and Research Methods.

 Dr. Ghulam Mujtaba was invited by the School of 
Management Sciences, Northwest Polytechnical 
University China for Joint Research on Financial 
Market Volatility. During his stay of 2 weeks, he gave 
lectures on Financial Modeling, Financial Tools of RATS 
and MATLAB. His visit proved to be quite productive in 
terms of learning.

 Dr. Aamir Rafique and Dr. Mudassar Rashid 
participated in the Executive Training Seminar on 
“Revitalizing Rule-Making and Dispute Resolution in 
the WTO” at the European University Institute, 
Florence, Italy. 

International Visits by the Faculty of 
Management Sciences 

Our Worldwide VisitorsOur Worldwide VisitorsOur Worldwide Visitors
Delegation from Coventry University 
UK Visits CUI 

A three-member delegation from Coventry University UK, 
comprising of its Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research), 
Professor Richard Dashwood; Head School of 
Computing, Electronics & Mathematics, Professor Damien 
Foster and Professor of Systems Security at the Institute of 
Future Transport & Cities, Dr. Siraj Ahmed Sheikh visited 
CUI on January 8, 2020 to explore possibilities of 
cooperation between the two universities.   

The Rector elaborated on rich research culture of CUI and 
different research initiatives CUI is conceiving to augment 
the quality of research and teaching at all its campuses. 

Later, the delegates had meetings with CUI officials during 
which matters pertaining to establishing holistic academic 
collaboration were discussed. Different options of 
collaboration including internships for CUI students and 
early career researchers at Coventry University were also 
discussed between the representatives of both sides.

Visit of Science Envoy for Air Quality for the 
US State Department 

Dr. James Schauer, Science Envoy for Air Quality for the 
US State Department came on a visit to CUI on 
Wednesday, January 15, 2020. Ms. Ellen Connorton 
Senior Science Advisor for the U.S. Department of State 
Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs also 
accompanied him. The visit was jointly hosted by CUI's 
International Office and Department of Meteorology. 

US delegates had a meeting with Chairperson, Center for 
Climate Research and Development, Head, Department 
of Meteorology, International Office (IO) Team and Dr. 
Jabir Hussain Syed along with his Research team. A brief 
presentation highlighting the impressive growth of CUI 
was conducted by representative from IO followed by an 
interactive talk session ensued for working together to find 
solutions for air quality issues.



8 C-Global Newsletter Spring 2020

CUI Hosts Delegation from University of 
Palermo, Italy 

A 3-member delegation from University of Palermo, Italy 
comprising of Rector, Dean and Head Data Management 
and Programming visited CUI on 29th Jan 2020. 
Concrete discussions were carried out between the 
representatives of both universities to initiate cooperation. 
After identifying various areas and possibilities to foster 
linkages it was agreed upon to start with student and 
faculty exchange under the Erasmus+ mobility program. 
Both sides agreed to actively engage for giving shape to 
the discussed ideas.

ITS Indonesia Delegation Visits CUI 

A two-member delegation from Sephluh Nopember 
Institute of Technology (ITS), Indonesia, visited CUI on 
January 31, 2020. The delegation comprised of Prof. 
Bambang Pramujati, Vice Rector and Dr. Sri Fatmawati, 
Assistant Professor, Department of Chemistry, ITS. The 
delegates were accompanied by officials from COMSATS 
Headquarter. ITS is a prospective Center of Excellence of 
COMSATS and the visit was intended at growing 
interactions and for undertaking joint research, capacity 
building, expert exchange and technology transfer 
activities amongst the COMSATS Centers of Excellence.

During the meeting between delegates and the Heads of 
different CUI Departments, Prof. Pramujati highlighted 
various strength areas of ITS. Head International Office 
CUI, Mr. Ali Tawab Baloch gave a detailed presentation 
about CUI and its programs. Discussion was carried out 
on possibilities of student exchange, visit of faculty 
members and researchers between the two universities.

It was resolved to take the discussed collaboration ideas 
ahead through the International Collaboration Director 
ITS and the International Office of CUI. International 
Student Internships and Faculty Exchange between ITS 
and CUI were suggested to begin with the cooperation.

International Conferences International Conferences International Conferences 
International Conference on Community 
Policing and Post-Conflict Police Reform 
in Pakistan

On March 10, 2020 COMSATS University Islamabad, 
Abbottabad Campus in association with the Norwegian 
University of Life Sciences (NMBU) and Rozan organized 
an international conference on Community Policing and 
Post-Conflict Police Reform in Pakistan at Serena Hotel 
Islamabad. The conference focused on sharing 
knowledge and experiences from the European 
Commission's Horizon 2020 funded project extended 
over five years in 11 post-conflict countries, including 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Uganda, Kenya, Somalia, 
Nicaragua, Guatemala, El Salvador, Kosovo, Serbia, and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Speaking at the conference, Federal Human Rights 
Minister Dr. Shireen Mazari said parts of Pakistan are now 
recovering from years of militancy and conflict and there is 
a need to involve the local community in policing these 
areas to build trust with the traumatized society. She 
stressed that the local police need to change their image 
from being harsh enforcers to a supportive institution by 
inviting more and more people to observe them and 
through community policing.

Other speakers at the conference included the European 
Union Ambassador, COMSATS University Islamabad 
Rector, former National Coordinator of National Counter 
Terrorism Authority (NACTA), Punjab CPO and 
Establishment Additional IGP, FIA Additional Inspector 
General, UN Police Advisor, Federal Ombudsperson, 
Rawalpindi Regional Police Officer (RPO), Rozan 
Managing Director and a UK Police officer.
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Directorate for P & D/ HRD Conducts 
Information Seminars for Higher 
Studies Abroad

The CUI-HRD Program titled “Information Seminars for 
Higher Studies Abroad”. The objectives of the program 
are to educate and orient CUI prospective candidates with 
respect to exploring funded scholarship opportunities 
abroad. Under the said program following events have 
been held:

 3-Day English Language Proficiency Workshop, this 
workshop was conducted from January 29, 2020 to 
January 31, 2020 at Islamabad Campus by Ms. Saba 
Bahareen, Assistant Professor, Department of 
Humanities, Islamabad Campus 

 An Interactive Information Session on US higher 
Education was conducted by Officials from three US 
universities i.e. South Dakota State University, 
University of Colorado Boulder and Illinois Institute of 
Technology at CUI, Islamabad Campus on February 
03, 2020. 

 An Information Session on United States Education 
Foundation in Pakistan (USEFP) and U.S Universities 
was held on February 13, 2020 at Islamabad Campus. 
Officials of the USEFP provided information on the 
services available at their organization, such as 
preparation of GRE/TOEFL exam, USA visa guidance, 
MS and PhD scholarship opportunities etc. In addition, 
three US universities namely University of Huston-
Victoria, Western New England University and New 
York Institute of Technology representatives were also 
present at the event to guide and provide information 
about their respective universities. 

  GRE Orientation Workshop was held at Islamabad 
Campus on February 26, 2020. The trainers from 
United States Education Foundation in Pakistan 
(USEFP) conducted the session and faculty/staff and 
students of the CUI, Islamabad Campus attended the 
session.

Events, Seminars, Events, Seminars, 
Workshops & TalksWorkshops & Talks
Events, Seminars, 

Workshops & Talks

UNESCO Seminar on Sustainable Water 
Resource Management 

On March 10, 2019 a 3-member UNESCO delegation 
visited COMSATS University Islamabad. It comprised of 
Ms.Patricia McPhillips, Director UNESCO Islamabad; Mr. 
Shahbaz Khan, Director Regional Science Bureau for Asia 
& the Pacific at UNESCO, Jakarta, Indonesia and Mr. Raza 
Shah, Science Officer UNESCO. The delegates called on 
Rector CUI, to discuss the progress, future plans and 
activities of the UNESCO Chair established at CUI Wah. 
Director CUI, Wah Campus, Dean Faculty of Engineering, 
Director CUI Sahiwal Campus and Head IO were also 
present in the meeting.

Later, a seminar with the delegates on 'Sustainable Water 
Resource Management' was jointly organized by the 
Directorate of Planning, Development and Human 
Resource Development and the International Office. 
Progress reports were presented by senior researchers on 
the work done so far for Sustainable Water Resource 
Management from CUI platform. An overview of the 
Water Chair activities at CUI Wah was also given.    

Mr. Shahbaz Khan addressed the seminar attendees and 
said that to bring sustainability; it's the need of the hour to 
bring together IT solutions for Water Resource 
Management in line with UN's Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). He appreciated the progress of UNESCO 
Water Chair at CUI.
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Awareness Seminar on Corona Virus at 
COMSATS Sahiwal

The Department of Biosciences organized an awareness 
seminar on Novel Corona Virus (COVID-19) at CUI 
Sahiwal Campus, on March 04, 2020.

Guest speakers Dr. Muhammad Hassam Rehm MBBS, 
MHM (Australia), Assistant Professor-Community 
Medicine at Sahiwal Medical College, and Dr. 
Muhammad Waseem, MBBS, FCPS, Assistant Professor 
and HOD Pulmonology/Chest Medicine at, Sahiwal 
Medical College, gave awareness talks on COVID-19 to 
the faculty, staff and students of the campus.

ICIMOD Stakeholders Meeting for 
Pakistan Chapter

The International Centre for Integrated Mountain 
Development (ICIMOD) organized a stakeholders 
meeting for the Pakistan chapter of the Upper            
Indus  Basin Network (UIBN) on 30–31 January, 2020    
in Islamabad. This meeting brought together water 
experts, academicians, environmentalists, civil society 
representatives, journalists and government functionaries 
to discuss the progress of the technical working groups of 
the UIBN. Prof. Dr. Athar Hussain, Chairman Department 
of Meteorology and Dr. Umair Bin Nisar, Lecturer CCRD, 
CUI participated in the meeting. 

The technical working groups shared their progress 
against the key tasks assigned to them which included 
preparation of baseline data on cryosphere, ecology, 
socioeconomics and multiple vulnerabilities as well as 
formulation of a roadmap vis-à-vis the potential for 
resource mobilization, partnerships, monitoring 
mechanisms and effective communication strategies.

Mr. Ahmad Kamal, Chairman of the Federal Flood 
Commission (FFC), and Mr. Shozab Abbas, Director 
General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, pointed out that the 
UIBN's expertise and knowledge has great potential to 
steer Pakistan out of water crisis. Wrapping up the event, 
the participants emphasized their commitment to 
collective action against climate change threats and 
towards the enhancement of joint scientific knowledge.

Online Meeting with IIU Malaysia
Head Center of Islamic Finance (CIF), CUI Lahore 
Campus, Dr. Abdus Sattar Abbasi attended an online 
meeting with International Council of Islamic Finance 
Educators (ICIFE) –International Islamic University 
Malaysia for collaboration with CIF- CUI Lahore Campus 
on June 04, 2020.

CUI Joins Hands with UK to Organize 
Global Development Workshops
UK, Pakistan Science Innovation Global Network 
(UPSIGN) joined hands with UK Research & Innovation 
(UKRI) via Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) to 
organize 3 global development workshops in Islamabad, 
Pakistan, from 9-12 March 2020. CUI was a leading 
national collaborator in this event. The workshops were 
also supported by the British Council, Faraday Institute, 
Pakistan High Commission London, Ministry of Science 
and Technology, Higher Education Commission of 
Pakistan and Common Purpose UK, to address the 
challenges associated with sustainable development in 
healthcare, food and energy sectors within Pakistan and to 
make fruitful connections between leading experts in 
these areas. Around 140 academics from Pakistan, UK 
and other countries participated in these workshops.

D- Talks Series
An exciting Design seminar and workshop “D- Talks 
Series” was organized to introduce the students to the 
world of professional design. Experts from various genres 
of design were invited to share their experiences and 
expertise with the students. COVIDESIGN E-Talks is an 
international platform created to connect online, globally, 
and share wisdom and reach out to people and places 
which seems not possible otherwise. Department of Art 
and Design (DoAD), CUI Islamabad Campus decided to 
take actions and reap benefits from this opportunity and 
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COVID 19 and the Nexus Between Global 
and National Health Governance: Policy 
Prescriptions for Addressing Pandemics
The Centre for Policy Studies (CPS), CUI organized a 
seminar on the Corona Virus “COVID 19 and the Nexus 
between Global and National Health Governance: Policy 
Prescriptions for Addressing Pandemics” on the 12th of 
March, 2020.

The seminar addressed the very important policy area of 
addressing COVID-19 by drawing on existing knowledge 
on epidemics/pandemics and new knowledge that has 
become available on this serious public concern for 
Pakistan. The expert speakers included: Dr. Mumtaz Ali 
Khan, Senior Scientific Officer & National Focal Person for 
Infection Protection Control, National Institute of Health; 
Dr. Farah Sabih, National Professional Officer IHR, WHO; 
Dr Ejaz Ahmad Khan, Associate Professor, Health Services 
Academy, Islamabad and Dr. Imran Syed, Head, CPS.  
The presentations were attended by students, faculty and 
staff. 

connected to the world. DoAD invited the following 
speakers;

 Mr. Andreas Duspohl - Director of International 
Newspaper Museum, Germany

 Mr. Daniel Zender - Illustrator and Designer, NY, USA

 Ms. Gemma o Brien - Graphic Artist, Australia

 Mr. Tom Sito – Animator, Professor, University of South 
Carolina, USA

The students and faculty were able to see the world of art 
and design through this tiny window and as expected 
found these sessions extremely insightful and engaging.

Film Screening of Animated Urdu Short Film 
"Shehr-e-Tabassum"

The Department of Art and Design, CUI organized a film 
screening event of the upcoming Animated Urdu Short 
Film "Shehr-e-Tabassum" on 19th February 2020 at 
Seminar Hall. It was attended by students and faculty 
members of Islamabad Campus. The makers were 
“Puffball Studios” and the attending members were film 
Director Mr. Arafat Mazhar, film producer Ms. Rasti 
Farooq, animators Mr. Haseeb Rehman, Mr. Sanabil 
Hasan, Mr. Haris Mansoor and Mr. Hasan Mehmood.

The film highlights themes of freedom of speech, self-
expression and the ideas of surveillance in a futuristic, 
dystopian Pakistan. The team expressed their ideas, 
inspirations and working pipelines for the project in an 
interactive session. Different aspects of film making and 
technologies used in the animation process were also 
discussed. The event ended with a vote of thanks from the 
film maker.

Webinar on “Pandemic-Resilient Cities”

In line with the international collaboration policy at CUI on 
2nd August 2020, Dr. Shariyeh Hosseini Nasab an 
international faculty and Associate Professor at 
Department of Architecture, CUI Lahore Campus, 
presented a webinar at International Elites Seminar series 
at Persian Gulf University (PGU), Iran. This lecture was 
presented on the topic of Urban Resilience to Pandemics. 
The webinar was largely attended by faculty members, 
research staff and postgraduate students from 
Architecture and Urban Planning Departments of PGU. 
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Dr.Pouya Doolabi, Head of Architecture Department PGU 
welcomed and emphasized on the importance of the 
presented topic in the current global situation. Dr. 
Shariyeh Hosseini, started the presentation with discussion 
about resilience theory at urban level and its principles, 
emphasizing upon the aspects of urban resilience at the 
time of pandemics and elaborating upon the issues of 
cities in global south during outbreak of COVID-19. The 
webinar ended with a comprehensive Question-Answer 
session and final notes by Dr. Amin Mohammadi, Deputy 
Dean Architecture at PGU.

Session on Economic Empowerment 
through Islamic Social Finance

Dr. Abdus Sattar Abbasi, Head Center of Islamic Finance 
(CIF) chaired a session on “Economic Empowerment 
through Islamic Social Finance” on March 12, 2020 in 
University of Management & Technology (UMT) Lahore 
during 5th Global Forum on Islamic Economics, Finance 
and Banking (IEFB).

Panel Discussion on Climate 
Change- Courtesy French Embassy 

On January 30, 2020 the International Office of CUI in 
collaboration with the French Embassy in Islamabad and 
Department of Meteorology CUI, held a riveting panel 
discussion on the 2020 theme “Being Alive” as a part of its 
main event “The Night of Ideas”. A panel of seven, 
included heads and experts from various governmental 
and private organizations. His Excellency the Ambassador 
of France to Pakistan Dr. Marc Barety was invited as the 
guest of honor. People from various walks of life 
participated in the event.

The experts interpreted and debated on the theme from 
their individual perspectives within their areas of work. 
There was a consensus of opinion that it is a 
developmental issue and there has to be awareness and 
community involvement at a massive scale. Climate 

change discussions and measures to be made part of our 
routine conversations, protective measures to be 
introduced and put into practice right from our homes. 
There is a clear need for more effective communication, 
connection and unity, all stakeholders to become part of 
the climate protection campaigns, a culture of 
conservation has to be re-introduced, change has to be 
embraced more collectively by using the power of art and 
media in order to mobilize the policy makers.

The event was wrapped up by the Head International 
Office with a vote of thanks to His Excellency, the French 
Embassy, the esteemed panelists, the moderator, the 
Department of Meteorology, the International office team 
and the IEEE Student Society members who together made 
the evening a huge success.

Webinar by Architecture Department 

A webinar on Energy Efficient Buildings was organized by 
Assistant Professor Ar. Faisal Arshad of Architecture 
Department CUI Islamabd Campus. Distinguished guest 
speaker & founding expert of EDGE Application in 
Pakistan, Dr M. Bilal Sajid was convened to deliver the 
presentation and talks through an online interactive 
session. The webinar inculcated great interest as a vital 
tool to assess buildings in energy & water conservation. 
The session was also joined by some international 
students from Azerbaijan.
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Panel Discussion on “Policy Making in a Post-Covid 19 World"

Webinar Panel Discussion on Policy Making in a Post 
COVID-19 World was hosted on July 10, 2020, covering 
key aspects of future planning. Dr. Imran Syed, Head 
Center for Policy Studies (CPS) covered aspects of 
complexity and policy, Dr. Mumtaz Fatima Jafri, Head, 
Faculty Development Academy of CUI, gave a talk on 
"COVID 19 and Psychological Well-being", Mr. Hassaan 
Fayyaz Khan Sipra, Scientific Officer, Center for Climate 
Research and Development (CCRD) spoke on 
"Environmental Aspects of COVID 19", and Mr. Umar 
Sheraz, Senior Research Officer, CPS, gave a presentation 
on "Foresight for Policymaking”.

International MobilityInternational MobilityInternational Mobility
Erasmus+ Engagements

Every year a number of individuals from all over the world 
including Pakistan benefit from fully funded exchanges 
with European universities under the prestigious European 
funded program of Erasmus+, which initially started as an 
intra-European initiative back in 1987.

CUI, being a leading internationally focused university in 
Pakistan, is aggressively availing this window of 
collaboration and exchange to facilitate its students, 
faculty and staff to proceed to its European partner 
universities under the umbrella of this prestigious 
program.  

Currently three Architecture students, Ms. Duaa Arshed 
(Lahore Campus), Mr. Saad Khan (Islamabad Campus), 
and Mr. Junaid Shahab Qadri (Islamabad Campus) are 
doing their semester abroad at a leading Turkish 
university, Middle East Technical University (METU).

Moreover as a direct consequence of International 
Office's engagement with METU under Erasmus program, 
CUI's Architecture Department is building strong 
connections with this Turkish university that will lead to 
more collaboration and exchanges in times ahead.

Fulbright Visiting Postdoctoral Scholarship was awarded 
to Dr. Pasha Ghazal at Cornell University, Scholarship 
(2018-2019). Project title was to investigate the potential 
of new therapeutic target for female alcoholics.

 In Pakistan, substance abuse crisis is growing enormously 
due to easy availability of illicit drugs. According to a 
report there are an estimated 10 million Pakistanis who 

Fulbright Scholarship Awarded to 
Dr.Pasha Ghazal  at  Cornell University

drink alcohol, 1 million of whom develop alcohol 
associated problems. Women make a significant portion 
of the alcohol dependants, who are at a higher risk, 
however, they are less likely to receive treatment in 
comparison to men. Babies born to alcohol dependent 
mothers who drink during pregnancy: develop physical 
dependence on alcohol and are also born with severe 
brain damage. Despite these appalling realties, 
substance abuse is a neglected research area in Pakistan. 
The medications available are of modest efficacy and with 
high relapse rates and low safety profile upon long- term 
use. In addition to that, these medications are found to be 
less effective for female alcoholics. Therefore, in this 
project the naturally occurring neuropeptides were 
evaluated for their treatment potential for female 
alcoholics who form an underrepresented section of 
society not only in Pakistan but globally as well. The project 
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was conducted under the supervision of Dr. Kristen Pleil at Cornell University USA. There was also a poster presentation 
on the results of the study in the largest neuroscience conference organized by Society of Neuroscience in October 2019 
in Chicago. The abstract of this presentation was selected out of 17000+ abstracts and published as the “hot topic in 
neuroscience” which is a great achievement for COMSATS University and Pakistan. Dr. Pasha also participated in 
Fulbright activities and was selected as the Global Outreach Ambassador and also conducted workshops on Pakistan 
and its culture in schools of Manhattan, New York, USA to increase general awareness about Pakistan and its people, 
and to develop cordial relations between US and Pakistan.

CUI Sahiwal Students Visit HONDA ATLAS 
CARS PAKISTAN LIMITED
Students of American Society of Mechanical Engineers 
(ASME) from CUI Sahiwal visited HONDA ATLAS CARS 
PAKISTAN LIMITED to familiarize themselve with the 
manufacturing and assembly processes of Honda Cars 
and to build an industrial liaison with the company. These 
liaisons are beneficial for students to enhance their 
theoretical concepts and to build their careers. Through 
such activities students also become familiar with the job 
requirements of industry.

CUI Student Activities & CUI Student Activities & 
AchievementsAchievements

CUI Student Activities & 
Achievements

Foreign Faculty @ CUIForeign Faculty @ CUIForeign Faculty @ CUI

Online Teaching Experience at 
COMSATS University Islamabad 
With the outbreak of COVID-19 many aspects of our life 
changed including the mode of education. Shifting from 
conventional methods of teaching and physical classes to 
online education overnight, seemed like an immense 
transformation, especially in a field like architecture where 
a vast extent of learning process is based on practicality 
and hands on practice. Facing problems and confusions 
to adopt to this new mode of education in my field has 
been an inevitable part of my experience indeed; 
however, there have been various advantages to this new 
system too, which were unseen at the beginning. Being 
connected to international forums and universities and 
sharing expertise beyond borders and geographical 
limitations as well as developing capacity building among 
faculty and students, particularly excelling in various 
software, have been among those pros. For instance, as 
the lead of 4th year architectural design studio and 
international faculty, online process of studio and 
evaluation enabled me to invite architects and experts 
from various countries including Spain, Iran, Lebanon 
and India to assess the final projects of the students via soft 
wares such as Google Meet and Zoom. Students 
presented their architectural designs through Jam board 
and Miro. Such experiences enhance the learning and 
teaching process for the students as well as the faculty 
members.      

                                       

Dr. Shariyeh Hosseini Nasab

                                                     Associate Professor, 

Department of Architecture  

                                                   CUI, Lahore Campus 
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The global COVID-19 pandemic 
has generated new ways of 
conduct ing the teaching-
learning process online. For 
some this has been a small move 
but for others, this is a completely 
new way of education. Most 
nations had already initiated e-
learning in their institutions. 
Many institutions across the 

globe have also adapted to the new standard of e-
learning with varying degrees of success. 

COMSATS University Islamabad Pakistan had already 
done a lot for the adoption of technology in its 
departments, which helped in quickly transitioning to a 
completely online delivery of teaching during the current 
crisis and with significant success.

Today, the advantages of online learning are more 
important than ever. The closures of institutions of learning 
and research and other disruptions to your daily life don't 
have to prevent you from growing and learning. Online 
learning makes it simple and convenient to keep building 
vital skills for future.

At CUI, online learning helped ensure remote learning. It 
was manageable, and students could conveniently access 
teachers and teaching materials. It also reduced use of 
traveling resources and other expenses. It eased 
administrative tasks such as recording of lectures and 
marking attendance. Both the students and teachers had 
an opinion that online learning modalities have 
encouraged student-centeredness during this lockdown 
situation. The students have become self-directed learners 
and they learnt asynchronously at any time of a day.

                                                                                           
Dr. Yasser MSA Al Kahraman

Assistant Professor,

Department of Pharmacy 

CUI, Abbottabad Campus

Teaching & Learning at CUI During 
COVID-19

An art exhibition "All is Pretty" opened at COMSATS Art 
Gallery on Monday 6th January, 2020. The exhibition 
displayed extensive collection of iconic Andy Warhol 
posters, limited edition Spanish newspaper lithographs 
and a number of water colors by a postwar Dutch artist 
Ms. Trudi Van Zomeren. The exhibition was inaugurated 
by Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands H.E 
Wouter Plump and was attended by people from all walks 
of life along with dignitaries such as Ambassadors of 
Austria and France.

From COMSATS From COMSATS 
Art Gallery (CAG)Art Gallery (CAG)
From COMSATS 

Art Gallery (CAG)

Art Exhibition “All is Pretty”

The Ambassador of the Kingdom of Netherlands H. E 
Wouter Plump expressed that it's amazing to see his 
country's work being displayed in Pakistan. He was glad 
that COMSATS Art Gallery took the initiative to display this 
art work and praised efforts of the In Charge Comsats Art 
Gallery Ms. Farrah Mahmood.

Madam Sajda Haider Vandal the Vice Chancellor of 
Institute of Art and Culture thanked COMSATS Art Gallery 
for inviting her to the exhibition and displaying such great 
art work. 

Rector COMSATS University spoke about the early days of 
Andy Warhol and how he witnessed him gaining all the 
fame in his youth while studying in America. 
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CUI International StudentsCUI International StudentsCUI International Students
Quick Facts

 12 international students including 03 PhDs successfully completed their degrees recently

 20 International Students from 08 different countries joined CUI in various degree programs under several 
scholarship programs

 Mr. Dawud Adaviruku Suleiman a CUI Scholar attended third Commonwealth Futures workshop entitled; 
“Commonwealth Futures: Reimaging Peace” held at Durban University of Technology, South Africa from 11-14 
March 2020. The purpose of the workshop was to provide a space to scholars for sharing their unique contexts and 
experiences and undertake a participant-led group work project, assisted by skilled facilitators. The workshop 
concluded with a field trip to the Ghandi Phoenix Settlement on 14 March, where the final session took place

 72 International Scholars were lately shortlisted under CUI-TWAS Fellowship program (PhD Full Time, Sandwich and 
Post-Doctoral)
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